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MAINE DOT UPDATED FISH PASSAGE POLICY AND DESIGN GUIDE
In consultation with state and federal resource agencies, the Maine Department of
Transportation’s Environmental Office has released the second edition of its Fish Passage Policy
and Design Guide.  This updated version better addresses passage requirements for a wide range
of finfish, including resident species, and the need for maintaining habitat connectivity upstream
and downstream of the structure.  The field worksheets were improved to cover a greater range of
data to provide the resource agencies more detailed information for the environmental review
process.  Staff from Habitat Conservation Division (HCD) and Protected Resource Division
(PRD) worked to incorporate specific guidelines to help address Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
and Endangered Species Act (ESA) concerns for Atlantic salmon.  And the species specific
information, particularly the timing of passage, was expanded to better capture the life history of
each species.  To view the Fish Passage Policy and Design Guide, go to the Maine DOT
Environmental Office web site:
http://www.maine.gov/mdot/environmental-office-homepage/other_environmental.php
(Sean.mcdermott@noaa.gov, 978/281-9113)

CLEAN WATER ACT 101: A GUIDE TO WATER QUALITY AND PROTECTION
The New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission presented the training course,
“Clean Water Act 101” on December 14 and 15 in Portsmouth, NH.  This course offered a
detailed look at the key sections of the act, explored situations where the act does and does not
function as a unified program, and described how the act relates to state and local water quality
policies.  This course presented information on the history of water quality management in the
U.S. leading up to the Clean Water Act, the legal structure of the act, as well as covering specific
applications of the act to point and non-point sources, permitting, water quality standards,
monitoring, and enforcement.  (Marcy.Scott@noaa.gov, 978/ 281-9108)

NORTHEAST GATEWAY LNG MEETING
The HCD met with representatives from Excelerate Energy regarding their proposal to develop
an offshore liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminal off the Massachusetts coast.  The proposed
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project will include two regassification buoys located in federal waters and a pipeline extending
through state waters with an interconnection into the HubLine natural gas pipeline.  Under the
Deepwater Port Act, the US Coast Guard will be the lead federal agency for this project.  The
natural gas pipeline will require authorizations by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) and the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), as well as other federal and state permits. 
NOAA Fisheries will continue to work with the applicant to avoid and minimize adverse effects
on fishery resources and habitats.  (Christopher.boelke@noaa.gov, 978/ 281-9131)

SIASCONSET BEACH NOURISHMENT
The HCD recently met with representatives from the Siasconset Beach Preservation Fund
regarding a large-scale private beach nourishment project on the Island of Nantucket.  The
applicants are proposing to extract 100 acres of sand from the federal waters of Nantucket Shoals
for the purpose of beach nourishment on Siasconset Beach.  In order to complete the project as
proposed, approximately 2.4 million cubic yards of material will be required.  Nantucket Shoals
serves as important habitat for a variety of federally managed fish species.  HCD will be working
to avoid and minimize adverse impacts on EFH.  (Christopher.boelke@noaa.gov, 978/ 281-
9131)

SALEM HARBOR POWER PLANT
The HCD, along with federal and state resource agencies, met with representatives from the
Salem Harbor Power Plant to discuss the renewal of their National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit and requirements under the federal Clean Water Act.
Primary concerns include impingement and entrainment of fishery resources associated with their
cooling water intake structure, as well as thermal inputs to Salem Harbor.  NOAA Fisheries will
be working with the power plant to minimize adverse effects on fishery resources.  An EFH
assessment will be prepared by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  
(Christopher.boelke@noaa.gov, 978/ 281-9131)

WEAVERS COVE LNG UPDATE
The Massachusetts Secretary of Environmental Affairs has required Weaver’s Cove LNG, LLC,
to develop a second supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Report.  The applicant has
proposed the development of an LNG terminal along the Taunton River in Fall River, MA. 
NOAA Fisheries has continued to raise concerns regarding the proposed dredging of
approximately 3 million cubic yards of material and resulting impacts on fishery resources and
habitats.  (Christopher.boelke@noaa.gov, 978/ 281-9131)
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MEETING WITH THE NEW YORK DISTRICT ACOE
HCD staff and staff from the Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) met with the ACOE
and their consultants  to discuss the ACOE’s multi year, winter flounder sampling program that
is part of the Harbor Deepening Program.  Other topics discussed included the planned benthic
recovery monitoring for the deepening, the progress made on the planned EFH/lobster



enhancements near Hoffman and Swinburne Islands and a possible collaboration on some winter
flounder studies that the NEFSC will be conducting this winter and spring.  HCD will continue to
work closely with the ACOE on the harbor deepening to ensure that the project moves forward
while still being protective of NOAA Trust resources.   (Karen.Greene@noaa.gov, 732/ 872-
3023)  

NOAA MEETING WITH THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY AND NJ
Staff from several NOAA agencies including the National Ocean Service (NOS), NOAA
Fisheries HCD, and the Restoration Center (RC) met with the Port Authority (PA), or
participated by telephone to discuss ways in which NOAA and the PA could work together on
Marine Transportation issues.  The PA talked about their ongoing programs and activities and
NOS staff provided an overview of the services they can provide including their marine
transportation initiatives, the port improvement economic revitalization (PIER) program and
portfields, a redevelopment initiative.  HCD and the RC also explained agency activities and
what is already underway in the harbor.  HCD also provided a brief description of the functions
and role of the Protected Resources Division in the harbor since they could not attend the
meeting.  (Karen.Greene@noaa.gov, 732/ 872-3023)

PORT JERSEY DEEPENING PROJECT
HCD attended the monthly meeting the ACOE, the NJ Department of Environmental Protection,
the NJ Office of Maritime Resources, and the Port Authority has with the dredgers working in
the harbor to update progress on all the ongoing dredging projects.  The interim deepening of the
Port Jersey Channel is behind schedule and will not be completed before dredging must stop to
protect winter flounder early life stages.  The contractor on the project failed to begin dredging
when originally scheduled.  This resulted in their inability to complete the project on time.  The
state and federal agencies were all in agreement that the environmental window was necessary
and no request would be made for any modifications to the window.  The contractor will work
elsewhere in the harbor until June 1 and will complete Port Jersey Contract 2 after that date. 
HCD will continue to work closely with our state and federal partners on this and the other port
deepening projects.  (Karen.Greene@noaa.gov, 732/ 872-3023)

HACKENSACK MEADOWLANDS  - FD&P ENTERPRISES (FDP)
On December 23, 2004, the NY District ACOE issued a Notice of Intent (NOI) to the EPA and
the USFWS, notifying them of their intention to reinstate the permit for FDP.  NOAA Fisheries
had reviewed a public notice requesting comments on the ACOE partial suspension of the permit
to fill 53 acres of wetlands along Penhorn Creek in the Hackensack Meadowlands for the
construction of an intermodal facility.  NOAA Fisheries Service had sought higher level review
of the ACOE’s original decision to issue the permit, but ACOE HQ allowed the permit to be
issued.  The partial suspension of the permit resulted from the initiation of litigation by several
environmental organizations and comments by several agencies concerning modifications to the
project and permits issued without public and agency comment or review.  For this modified
application, NOAA Fisheries Service, Northeast Region requested that an EFH consultation take
place.  Although the ACOE issued the NOI before HCD could issue any EFH conservation
recommendations (CRs), CRs were still provided.  The ACOE has not responded to the CRs as
required by the Magnuson Stevens Act.  HCD will be addressing this and the inaccuracies
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contained in the Memorandum for the Record.  Further action on this matter is being considered
by the federal resource agencies.   (Karen.Greene@noaa.gov, 732/ 872-3023 or
Stanley.W.Gorski@noaa.gov, 732/ 872-3037)  

NEPTUNE REGIONAL TRANSMISSION SYSTEM, LLC. 
The NY District ACOE is preparing to issue a permit for Neptune Regional Transmission
Service, LLC., to install a submarine electric cable system connecting the First Energy Raritan
Substation in Sayreville, New Jersey to the Long Island Power Authority Substation in
Hempstead, New York.  HCD, the ACOE, and the applicant have coordinated for several months
to develop special conditions to the permit that addresses our outstanding concerns about the
cable installations impacts on NOAA Trust resources including EFH and shellfish. Conclusion of
the consultation was delayed several times due to design and alignment changes by the applicant. 
HCD has reviewed the draft permit for the alignment currently proposed and does not object to
permit issuance due to its extensive special conditions.  However, any changes to the alignment
or project design will require a reinitiation of the consultation with NOAA Fisheries Service. 
(Karen.Greene@noaa.gov, 732/ 872-3023 or Diane.Rusanowsky@noaa.gov,  203/ 882-6504) 
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RHODE ISLAND DESIGNATES DREDGED MATERIAL DISPOSAL SITE
Concluding a nearly thirty year search, the EPA, ACOE, and State of Rhode Island have
identified an open water placement site for large volumes of dredged material that has been
accumulating in Rhode Island's coastal infrastructure.  Initially known as 69(b), the designated
disposal site "W" had previously been selected to receive some of the sediment that was
generated by restoring the Providence River Federal Navigation Project to its authorized depths.
The site is located approximately 9 nautical miles (NMI) south of Point Judith, Rhode Island and
about 6.5 nmi due east of Block Island.  The designated placement area can accept only sediment
that meets the requirements of the Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act and the
objectives of the Clean Water Act, and lies in a topographic depression where ambient depth is a
maximum of 130 feet deep.  Surrounding bottom elevations range from 113-118 feet deep. 
(Michael.Ludwig@NOAA.gov, 203/ 882-6504)

BENEFICIAL USE OF MATERIAL FROM RI BRIDGE DEMOLITION
The old Jamestown Bridge finally is going to be removed, and both aquatic resources and
fishermen will benefit.  The Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT) has received
authorization to establish use of some of the bridge materials at three artificial reef areas.  The
three sites are located 1) in the depths of Rhode Island Sound near the recently designated
dredged material placement site “W,” 2) a parcel approximately one nautical mile off Gooseberry
Island and 3) a site located a similar distance off Sheep Point.  The latter two sites are southeast
of Newport, in areas near or adjacent to natural structures.  The inshore site designs were also
selected to maximize the resource benefits created by the placements.  A cooperative agreement
brought together elements of the RIDOT, RIDEM, RI CRMC, USCG, EPA, ACOE, USFWS,

mailto:Karen.Greene@noaa.gov
mailto:Stanley.W.Gorski@noaa.gov
mailto:Karen.Greene@noaa.gov
mailto:Diane.Rusanowsky@noaa.gov
mailto:Michael.Ludwig@NOAA.gov


and NOAA Fisheries Service to locate, describe, design, and justify the proposed reef activities. 
Using the recently released revision of the National Artificial Reef Plan as a guide for the
proposal, the stakeholders were able to develop a comprehensive plan for the three sites and
include the use of the sites as pilot efforts for subsequent expansion of the reefs on adjacent
seafloor.   (Michael.Ludwig@NOAA.gov, 203/ 882-6504)

CROSS SOUND CABLE COMPLETED
The Cross Sound Cable between New Haven, CT and Shoreham, NY finally has been buried to
its authorized depths with the exception of one area in New Haven Harbor where bedrock
elevations limit burial.  The cable is well below the authorized depth of the channel but the cable
owners are aware that any future authorizations to deepen the channel to accommodate deeper
draft vessels will require resetting the cable farther into the bedrock.  The completion of the
burial marks the end of the operating restrictions sought by the State of Connecticut and partially
addressed by emergency operating orders from the Department of Energy.  Preliminary
monitoring of the cable and adjacent seafloor have revealed that 1) the direct current (DC) cable
does not generate significant levels of electromagnetic energy, and 2) the fluidized sediment
created while bedding the cable has reconsolidated relatively well.  The final monitoring effort
was postponed to allow for the cable to settle into a use pattern sufficient to generate a thermal
signature that the owners might be able to identify and characterize, as required by the
authorizing permits.  This work is scheduled for the late winter/early spring of 2005 when the
gradient should be most pronounced.  (Michael.Ludwig@NOAA.gov, 203/ 882-6504)

HUDSON RIVER PARK UPDATE
The Hudson River Park Trust (HRPT) has requested approval of the New York District, ACOE
to proceed with development of Segment 3 of the Hudson River Park, a parcel that lies between
Chambers and Houston Streets.  The present design includes a sewage pumpout facility at Pier
25, a revised approach to activities planned at Pier 32 and changes to the locations and
dimensions of "overlook" areas.  (Diane.Rusanowsky@NOAA.gov, 203/ 882-6504)

DEIS IN PREPARATION FOR ACTIVITIES AT KOSCIUSZKO BRIDGE
The New York State DOT, in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration, is preparing
a draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) that will consider a wide range of potential
options to improve the Kosciuszko Bridge.  The project will focus on a 1.1 mile segment of the
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway from Morgan Avenue in Brooklyn to the Long Island Expressway
interchange in Queens, including the bridge crossing over Newtown Creek.  The DEIS will
include five Build alternatives and the No Action alternative. All Build alternatives will add
auxiliary lanes, either in conjunction with a major rehabilitation of the existing bridge or with its
total replacement.  For all Build options, temporary bridges would be used to permit continued
traffic during construction.  Milford Field Office staff are in a very preliminary stage of
coordination on the DEIS. (Diane.Rusanowsky@NOAA.gov, 203/ 882-6504)

ATHENS NAVIGATION PROJECT UPDATE
Milford Field Office staff prepared NOAA Fisheries Service comments on the New York
District, ACOE's  DEIS for a proposed new work dredging project at the Village of Athens,
Green County, New York. This reach of the Hudson River provides valuable spawning and
nursery habitat for alosids and other anadromous species.  Our review of the proposal concluded



that project construction would impair local habitats, including the Vosburgh Swamp and Middle
Ground Flats Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitat.  Our assessment of the situation
found that project construction would impair the habitat and have significant adverse effects for a
variety of fishes (including American shad, striped bass, alewife, blueback herring, white perch
and resident fishes).  Since many of these anadromous fishes serve as prey, lost ecological
productivity of these species would adversely affect a wide spectrum of state and federally
managed fishery resources that may not use the Athens reach of the Hudson directly, but depend
on its production of forage species for their sustenance. (Diane.Rusanowsky@NOAA.gov, 203/
882-6504)
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EXPANSION OF POPLAR ISLAND DREDGE MATERIAL PLACEMENT SITE 
NEPA coordination continues on the proposed expansion of the Poplar Island Restoration
Project, located in the Chesapeake Bay, Maryland.  The existing 1,100-acre disposal facility,
which is operated by the Baltimore District ACOE, receives dredge material from the approach
channels to Baltimore Harbor, which will be the primary use for the facility until 2014.  The
ACOE and Maryland Port Administration are proposing a 550-acre expansion of the existing
facility.  This will allow the Port of Baltimore to meet a projected shortfall in disposal capacity
between 2009 and 2014 after closure of the Hart-Miller Island Disposal Facility, and allows for
efficient use of the capacity of Poplar Island.  NOAA Fisheries Service HCD, NMFS Southeast
Center (Beaufort Lab), EPA, and the USFWS are currently negotiating with the ACOE on the
design of the proposed expansion.   NOAA Fisheries Service coordination goals are to minimize
the size of the expansion, while re-shaping the footprint of the expansion to enhance fish use of
adjacent waters that will remain untouched by the project.  (John.Nichols@noaa.gov, 410/ 226-
5606)
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